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IN MEMORIAM. 
DR. ANNA HAMILTON, STANDARD BEARER. 

By a wide circle of friends, in both hemispheres, the an- 
nouncement of the death of Dr. AnnaHamilton, of Bordeaux, 
will be received with profound sorrow, for her lifelong work 
in demonstrating the value of trained nursing on Florence 
Nightingale lines in the Maison de Santt5 Protestante a t  
Bordeaux, where she held the dual position of Resident 
Medical Officer and Directrice of the School of Nursing, 
has received widespread and respectful admiration. 

As she announced to  the interim Congress of the Inter- 
national Council of Nurses in 
Pans in 1907, where she 
appeared with a group of 
nurses in the neat uniform of 
the School, “The School of 
Nurses is attached to  a hospital 
and constitutes its nursing 
staff. A woman directs the 
hospital and training school. 
We hold that the value of 
training depends on these two 
points.” The words now sound 
commonplace, but at that 
time they constituted in France 
“ a gage of battle.” 

Dr. Hamilton’s interest in 
skilled nursing as a potent 
factor in the care of the sick 
dated from the time when she 
was a medical student in 
France at the end of the last 
century. She was so revolted 
by the practice of medicine as 
she saw it in the wards, and 
so shocked by  the callousness 
of many of her fellow-students 
and the coarseness of hospital 
procedure, that she almost 
relinquished the idea of quali- 
fying, but when, as Miss 
Lavinia Dock tells us in “ A  
History of Nursing,” arriving 
by her own reflections at the 
conclusion that the care given 
to the patient might be 
organised on a moral, intelli- 
gent, and sympathetic system, 
and that medicine might then 
become truly beneficent, she 
decided to  continue hertraining 
and to  take the subject of 
Nursing for her Thesis when 
going up for her medica1 gegree. 

.Dr. Hamilton has related 
how when she took the manu- 
script of her Thesis t o  the 
President ‘‘ he was dreadful.” 
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But that day the four judges were shut up in their Counci 
Chamber and everyone got impatient. It was one o’clock 
when they came out in their scarlet silken robes, looking 
excited and red in the face. It later got about that they 
had been discussing my Thesis.” But at length it was 
passed. 

Would that we had been present to  hear this Thesis 
presented. It was an epoch-making document that 
touched every fibre of the national life of the people from 
the cradle to  the grave. In a few short years the teaching 
of the Thesis had something of the same extraordinary 
influence in France which the works of Florence Nightinnale 

had in England in &e e&y 
sixties of the last century. 

Till recently Dr. Hamilton 
devoted herself t o  the direction 
of Nurse Training Schools in 
Bordeaux, and held the position 
of Hon. Director a t  the time 
of her death. 

In 1907 it was our happiness 
to  visit her a t  the Maison de 
S a t 6  Protestante to study 
her methods and become 
acquainted with the staff and 
pupils, a most inspiring and 
delightful time. 

We found them well-educated 
girls, of refined breeding, who 
were encouraged to  take an 
intelligent interest not only in 
their own work, but in that of 
others. 

Once again, during the Great 
War, we had the pleasure of 
visiting Dr. Hamilton and her 
School, but that is another 

It was joy t o  her indeed 
when, by the gift of a beautiful 
site a t  Talence, some two miles 
from Bordeaux, by a good 
friend of the hospital, her 
heart‘s desire was realised .by 
the erection of a hospital in 
conformity with her ideals for 
the care of the sick, and later 
when the American ~urses’  
Association decided to  build 

story. 

as a memorial to  their col- 
leagues who “ died in service ” 
during the Great War, the 
Nurses’ Residence in Con- 
nection with the hospital, 
dedicating it to the “Higher 

Presenting her Thesis on Nursing before the Education of Nurses, for 
Faculty of Medicine at Montpellier, 1900. humanity and for France.” 

In Tulv last, Miss Clara D. 

DR. ANNA HAMILTON 
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